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Interior designer Claire F'a rna 41, liveswit ;j__- .
‘iE"- nd José, 40, and their fwe-year old dauc
Daisy in ath iree- bedmurn house in Epsa |
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he moment Claire Pelmea sew the tiny
e kitchen of the 12208 semi ghe and

husband José would go on to buy, she
begen visualising how she would extend it to
f‘ cope with the big parties she loves throwing.
Claire explaings “We were moving from a twor
bedroom apartment with no outside space and |
wias desperate ta live somewhers with a garden
| whara we could entertain,
“The kitchen wes tiny, but the qerden was
[ huges, and | conld immediately see the potential
to extend so that we would have a big
downstairs space that could incorporate both
a kitchen and dining area.

» In their roles a5 ovmers of Inspirational
Interiors, Claire and José are used to helping
— clients maximise their living space and weren't
deunted by the amount of work irvalved.
B ' | *José iz a joiner by trade and project meneges
mr interior dagign projects, she savs. To some
— pecple it may have seamed like a big job, but this

is what we do every day at worle I couldn’t wait
to get stuck in’

Evolution, not revolution
Claire re-did the designs and layouts several
times until she was sure they were perfect. The
| pauple chose B&D units and Jos& sgepted them
a0 they had a bespoke kitchen for a feaction of
the price it would usually cost.

Clatte says: "We chose a shaker styls, but the
doors have & bevelled adge so they are more
clazsic! Ag & salfoonfessed ‘neat freai’, Claire
made sure there was a hame for every atensil and
plece of erockery.

She choee Farrow & Ball pale powder far the
wall and a taupe Corian work surface with wood-
strip Aocring. Tf you have a litchen-dining room,
as we e it makes sense to keep the bagics, like
units, looring and wards surfaces, neutral. Then
you can essilyupdate the space with high-street
fahbrics and eushion covers.

I'my eonstantly changing and moving things
around All it takes to re-cover the dining chairs
iz & staple gun and some new febric. [ like to
freshen up the Iving space and see things
&3 they evolve!

That was frve years ago and Claire says she
= still as happy with the lichen now as she was
the day they Anishad &t

“We da enjoy eating cut, but we"re mare likely
to be found at hame, me cooking while José
chats to me and Dalsy plays where we can see
her. We've ereated a wonderful space for us to
enjoy.as a femily and share with friends! '.""




Cladre enjoys the workspoce
prowided by ey expanded
kitchen=-dining room
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Being able to have lots of people sround.
Twenty guests jsn't unusual for ve.

The amount of werkspace either side of the
hob and the food prep area near the fridge
The poaition of the washing machine It's
dowm the step to the dining room so it
doesn’t interfers with the kitchen

Having storage for crockery near the table
It makes for far less to-ing and fro-ing:

My wase storage ares above the hob. Tall
vases cah be an '.L'I.'-,'i:".-'.l'u:'u:] Hhu!:r_*, Bt this 1=
the ideal place for them.

The classic design. It won't date and it
means we can make small inespensive
changes to update the space.

My made-to-meagure lnrder, which iz
painted in Farrow & Ball skimming stone. [
can immediately see what I need.

We in-filled abowve the units: there's no gap
up to the ceiling so it's very easy to clean,
Theback of the house is sauth-facing and
with the doors onto the decking open, it's as

ove to listen to my radio when I'm
Lm].tlthg. MMy Fvourite station is Heart FM'

T wish we had two kg ovens so [ could though the garden comes into the house.
bake a cake and roast some meat at : The Cole & Sonwallpaper seemas to charnge
the same time ; texture with the light

EESE BB BN RN E SN E R RS EE SR AN AP AR ISR A RN R

Would you lika to =ee your kitchon featured In Grub? Send an emall and a pholo
to surreyeditor o grubmagazrine.co.uk with *My kitchen' in the subject bodi.

Clalre's larder gl
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